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OPPORTUNITY FOR ARTISTS!
We invite you to submit your drawings for a chance to design a larger-than-life bulldog! 
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APPLICATION PROCESS
Å Each artist is invited to submit up to a maximum of two designs. However, only one design 
per artist may be chosen .

Å Artists must use the Rocky two-part template (right and left proþle) to illustrate their design.

• Artist application and supporting materials must be submitted by April 1, 2024.

• Artists must be aware of the project timeline before accepting a contract to paint a 
bulldog to ensure that they will be available to paint the bulldog during the allotted time.

Å Artists whose designs are selected for exhibition will be provided a blank þberglass bulldog 
form and will be given $125 to purchase paint through the Rocky on Parade committee. 

Å Artist teams are welcome, but one person must be designated as the lead designer and 
contact person.

• Artists must be 18 years or older

DESIGN CRITERIA
Rocky on Parade will be an interactive public art event that allows the public to touch and 
feel designs. Therefore:

Å The bulldogs will be placed in areas fully accessible to the public. In creating a design, 
carefully consider the weather and other elements of nature. No decals or advertising is 
allowed.

Å Final sculptures must be representative of original designs submitted for inclusion.

Å Designs should be created with durability and public safety in mind.

Å Artists should remember that the audience will be broad-based and of all ages, and 
designs should be appropriate for public display. Designs that are political, religious, 
violent, or sexual in nature will not be accepted. Rocky on Parade retains the right to 
accept or reject any design for any reason.

• Rocky on Parade welcomes designs of an original, vibrant, humorous, and uplifting 
nature, and strongly encourages creative representations that maintain respect for the 
Rocky bulldog, an honored symbol of Western Illinois University.

• The contact points by which the bulldogs will be attached to their concrete bases cannot 
be altered or obstructed.

• Submissions will be evaluated by the Rocky on Parade Committee to ensure they 
conform to these guidelines. The review panel may reject any design that does not 
adhere to these guidelines. The review panel has full authority to make the þnal selection.

• Selected artists will need to follow preparation and painting guidelines per Cowpainters 
LLC, the manufacturer of the þberglass bulldogs.

Å The WIU Department of Art & Design will apply a þnal protective clear-coat to the 
bulldogs prior to their public placement.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Artistõs supply/transportation stipend of $125 per bulldog chosen for inclusion in the project.
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SELECTION PROCESS
Applications will be reviewed to ensure that designs conform to the standards outlined.

• The Rocky on Parade Selection Committee will serve as the ofþcial judges for all design 
submissions. 

• All submitted designs meeting the project criteria will be compiled into a Portfolio of 
Artists.

• Sponsors who have commissioned a bulldog sculpture will be choose an artist and their 
design at the Artist Draft on April 23.

• Rocky on Parade staff will work with the artists to arrange for payment of the supply 
stipend and pick-up/delivery of the bulldog sculpture.

PRODUCTION OF BULLDOG
Å Artists will produce their bulldogs in their studios or homes. Artists are responsible for 

transporting the bulldog to and from the Rocky on Parade headquarters unless other 
arrangements are agreed upon ahead of time.

Å The manufacturer primes the surface of each bulldog. Artists will not need to reapply a 
primer. 

Å Artists do not need to apply a clear coat þnish on their sculptures, but should take into 
account while painting their bulldog that one will be applied. The clear coating will be 
done at WIU and is funded by Rocky on Parade.

Å Artists are not responsible for the installation or removal of the bulldogs. Artists should 
be available for any possible touch-up work that may be required once the exhibit is 
underway. If the artist is not available, another artist may be asked to perform the work.

• Rocky on Parade reserves the right to prevent the display of a statue if the þnal design 
was not approved.
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Application
Artist Name(s) 
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Artist proposal
design description
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design proposal
front view
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design proposal
side views


