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1. We demand that Western Illinois University rebuild the African American Studies department by 
allowing students to major in African American studies, providing more funding for the program and 



 





Action:  
 

• 



• 



processes to create an aware and responsive community that addresses the concerns and 
actively works to improve the lives of the members of the Black community both on and off 
campus. The work to ensure fair and equitable treatment in a safe, inclusive, and diverse 
environment is an ingrained part of the WIU mission as an institution of higher learning. 
Through the institution's personal, social, emotional, structural, investigative, programmatic, 
and supportive responses to the Black Lives Matter protests, a campus-wide response to a 
shooting death in the Macomb community, and addressing any and all reports of incidents of 
racism, discrimination, unequitable treatment, and anti-Black action the campus continues 
to move forward. 

• A campus-wide diversity plan was developed by the Anti-Racism Task Force. The document 
continue to evolve as additional information is gathered and added to it. (5.12.23) 

• 



universities and communities to program and advocate for racial equity. WIU events for the 
NDORH will take place Jan. 16-30.   

• The Illinois Board of Higher Education presented WIU and all public institutions of higher 
education in Illinois a framework for an equity plan to be adopted by May 2024. The ARTF 
campus-wide diversity plan will be expanded to create a WIU Diversity & Equity plan. 

• The creating of a welcoming and supportive campus where there is a sense of belonging and 
barriers to success are removed remains a priority and focus of the JIDE office and WIU. 

 
 
 
 


