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WELCOME 
 

Welcome to the Western Illinois University Marching Leathernecks. The Marching 
Leathernecks have a long and rich history of performance excellence.  The band is known for its 
powerful sound and unique innovations which have impressed audiences throughout the 
Midwest.  In addition to performing for all home football games, the band also performs at many 
local, regional, and national events, professional football games, high school marching band 
contests, and selected away WIU games.    

 
!"#$%&'()*(+,(+&*-(has been an audience favorite and band tradition since 1982.  Another 

tradition, .#/011(2"3"$(4'15(61#*", has become the band’s theme song and has a reverent quality 
that is very meaningful to all band members.  

 
This is one of the greatest organizations on our campus and the choice you have made to be a 

lasting member of this organization will benefit you for a lifetime. Welcome to your ML family. 
From this point on, you’ll never walk alone. 
 

You'll Never Walk Alone 
 

When you walk through a storm, 
Hold your head up high,
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Student Leadership 
 

	 This group of veteran members of the marching band has been selected based upon 
exemplary skills in music, marching, and leadership but primarily on their commitment to the 
Marching Leathernecks.  These people will be responsible for running sectionals, distributing 
music and coordinate sheets, music memorization pass-offs, and assisting with problems that 
may arise within their assigned section.  The undergraduate staff will also assist when traveling 
by making sure their sections have all necessary equipment, assisting with the loading and 
unloading of busses, relaying specific instructions to sections, and being all-around good people.  
Section Leaders are also asked to recruit students to help with the Marching Band Classic.  These 
are dedicated, experienced, and talented people who will lead the ranks of the Marching 
Leathernecks.  Please give them the necessary respect to provide a good working environment. 
 
Flute 
Riley DeMay 
Francesca Magalang 
 
Clarinet 
Karol Sheese* 
Josh Goff 
Jamie Thurman-Keup 
 
Sax 
Gray Thompson (alto) 
Nat Wiley (tenor)* 
 
Trumpet 
Zach Browning 
Andrew Allen 
Jeffrey Jackson 
 
Mello 
Kaitlyn Driskell 
Colin Andrews 
 
Low Brass 
Cody Clair (tbn)* 
Sean Hyde (tbn) 
Grace McGill (bar) 
Will Koss (sousa) 
 
 
BC6/-&;&#*:(A#$(;8":"(D#:&;&#*:(9&11(E"(8"1-(
#*('*('**/'1(E':&:F((6**#/*="G"*;:(#A(;8"(
-';":>(;&G":>('*-(1#=';&#*B:H(9&11(E"(3&'("I
G'&1(1';"$(&*(;8"(:"G":;"$FH(

Drumline 
Darren Woods (snare) 
Savanna Miller (tenor) 
AJ Seynaeve (bass) 
Kane Struwe (cymbals) 
 
Guard 
Lee Covert 
Julietta Marini 
 
Dance 
Bailey McKean (fall only) 
Jocelyn Diers 
Natalie Newendyke (spring only) 
 
Drum Major 
Cody Clair 
Karol Sheese 
Nat Wiley 
 
Directors Assistant 
Josh Goff 
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COMMUNICATION 

	 	
	 Your first line of communication is your section leader. These veteran members should be 
able to help with most questions and are trained to alleviate a large burden from the director. For 
routine questions, please go to your section leader, undergraduate staff members, or graduate 
assistants first before approaching the director. 
 
 The University Bands Office is located in Sallee Hall, Room 204. We invite students to 
come to the office when they are in need of assistance as we are glad to help. Directors’ office 
hours are posted outside the band office and appointments can be scheduled via email. 
 
 When announcements and/or information are disseminated to band members from the 
director or staff, the primary line of communication will be the students' WIU e-mail addresses 
(no Gmail, Yahoo, Hotmail, etc., e-mail addresses used).  Watch your WIU e-mail mailbox 
frequently. You do not want to miss any important information that may be sent. For additional 
information and reminders, you are also encouraged to join/follow the Marching Leathernecks 
Facebook group as well as WIU Bands page. 
 
 In case you've missed it, our web site is:  www.wiu.edu/bands.  Also, please refer to Western 
Online westernonline.wiu.edu for music and additional class information.  
  
 The Band Department is assigned a section of the bulletin board in the School of Music 
lobby in Browne Hall.  There is also a bulletin board outside the Bands Office in Sallee Hall.  
Please keep an eye on these boards for important information. 
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ATTENDANCE AND GRADING 
 

Rehearsal and Performance Attendance 
 

	 Attendance is taken at the start of each rehearsal, which begins at 4:15 sharp. Please proceed 
to your section's designated location prior to 4:15.  The senior assistants or grad assistants will 
take attendance.  Tardy students must speak with them upon arrival, and students who do not do 
so will be considered absent.  Please check with the graduate assistant periodically to make sure 
your attendance record is correct.  Grading is heavily based on attendance and the director must 
approve all absences/tardies via confirmed email. 
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Academic Credit and Grading 
 
 As a member of the Marching Leathernecks, you must be enrolled in Marching Band - MUS 
116 for one credit hour.  If you have not registered for this course, you must do so during the 
“add/drop” period at the beginning of the semester.  This is for many reasons, one of which is 
travel insurance. 
 

The majority of your grade will be based upon rehearsal and performance attendance and 
appropriate participation.  The following will lower your final grade one time per occurrence (ex. 
B+ to B, C to C-, etc.): 

• An unexcused absence to a rehearsal 
• Two unexcused tardies to rehearsals 

 
An unexcused absence to a game day rehearsal may also result in not being allowed to march 

at the game that day (you will still be required to attend the game with the same penalties 
enforced). An unexcused absence or tardy to a game day performance will result in a failing 
grade for the semester and possible immediate removal from the group. 
 Music memorization will comprise the other major portion of your final grade. The 
Marching Leathernecks have had a tradition of memorizing music for Pregame and Halftime 
performances, and this tradition will continue even as the musical repertoire grows (the only 
music that is not required to be memorized are stand tunes). Section leaders will do music 
memorization pass-offs accompanied by Senior and Graduate Assistants. If the music is not 
satisfactorily memorized and passed-off prior to game day, you may not be allowed to march in 
that performance and your final grade will be lowered one time per occurrence (see example 
above). 

EQUIPMENT 
 

WIU Equipment 
 

 All Western Illinois University owned equipment (including instruments and uniforms) 
must be looked after with the greatest of care.  Equipment, while loaned to you, remains the 
property of WIU and may be called in at any time.  You are responsible for normal maintenance 
and for the repair of damage which results from negligence or misuse.  Penalties will be invoked 
if equipment is not returned on time according to the announced schedule. 
 

Uniforms 
 

 Each member of the band will be issued a uniform, including the Westernaires and 
Westernettes and it is IMPERATIVE that we take care of them.    It is your responsibility to 
clean this uniform as needed during the marching season. Uniforms MUST be dry-cleaned by a 
certain cleaner in a specific way. If your uniform needs to be cleaned before the end of the 
season, please contact the band office before proceeding. This uniform can only be worn for 
official marching band functions.  Whenever we travel, you must place your uniform in a 



8 
 

allow to air dry, especially after hot or rainy days. 
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Westernettes will have a specific type of shoe to purchase.  Details for ordering will be 
announced at band camp. 
 

ML Shirts 
(

 All band members will be required to purchase a Marching Leathernecks t-shirt. Online 
ordering will take place during band camp. We wear these tmp. 
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REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES 
 

Rehearsal Deportment 
(

 “Unity” 
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infraction and could result in dismissal from the organization and failure of the course.   
 
 Members of the group should feel safe at all times and never bullied or harassed by other 
members. Sexual or other harassment is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Incidents of 
harassment will be met with appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including separation or 
dismissal from the Marching Leathernecks. 
 
 If the deviant behavior occurs while on an off-campus trip, the student detracting from the 
image of Western Illinois University or the Marching Leathernecks will be dealt with severely 
and possibly be sent home at his/her expense.  Absolutely no smoking or drinking alcohol while 
in uniform.  Additionally, members should never wear the uniform (including the band t-shirt) 
for unofficial activities.  

 
No-Tolerance Hazing Policy 

 
The Western Illinois University Policy on Hazing states: 

 
Hazing of any type whether committed or arranged by individual students or members of 

recognized student organizations is an unacceptable practice at Western Illinois University. 
Activities prohibited) 
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• No visits by friends, relatives, etc. while in the stands - including previous members.  Our 
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WIU Marching Band Classic 
 

 As shown on the performance schedule, the WIU Marching Band Classic is a high school 
field show competition that is held annually on Hanson Field. This is a major event for WIU 
Bands.  The Marching Leathernecks will perform in exhibition for this event before a crowd of 
many high school students, educators, parents, grandparents, siblings, and friends.  In addition, 
members of the Marching Leathernecks are the hosts and will be expected to assist with the 
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directed primarily by graduate students and advanced conducting students. If you would like to 
find out more about this group, please contact Dr. Matt Thomas, or simply enroll. 
 

 
Pep Band (MUS 118) 

 
 Pep Band will begin in the fall semester, but students will register for credit in the spring. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Student Rights and Responsibilities: 

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students/provost/students/ 
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Musician Health and Safety:  

The following resources contain best practices related to health and safety in musical 


