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Overview of the Counselor Education Assessment Plan 

 

The Department of Counselor Education’s Six-Step Assessment Plan associated with the School 

Counseling option incorporates the following six elements: 1) program information, 2) faculty 

chart, 3) SPO learning outcomes for the program, 4) measurement of learning outcomes, 5) 

description of results, and 6) feedback on changes planned (or already implemented) in reaction 

to the 2011-2012 assessment of student learning data. 

1. Program Information 

The mission of the Department of Counselor Education’s (CNED) School Counseling option 

informs our program objectives. School counselors must be licensed and/or certified in every 

state in the United States, including the District of Columbia. Collectively, the intent of the 
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2. Faculty Chart 
 

Name License Type Expiration Date 

Carrie Alexander-Albritton 

http://cacrep.org/doc/2009%20Standards%20with%20cover.pdf
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i. Common core curricular experiences and demonstrated knowledge in assessment 

(CACREP, II.G.7.a-g). 

j. Common core curricular experiences and demonstrated knowledge in research and 

program evaluation (CACREP, II.G.8.a-f). 

 

Additionally, the Illinois state Board of Education (ISBE) assesses student learning outcomes  

on the following four areas: 

a. Student 
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b. Demonstrates the ability to plan, develop, implement, monitor and evaluate 

comprehensive school counseling programs in classrooms or school-wide settings 

c. Demonstrates the ability to recognize and assist children and adolescents who may 

use alcohol or other drugs or who may reside in homes where substance abuse occurs 

d. Demonstrates the ability to function in a consultative role  

 

Assessment Demonstrating Candidate Effect on Student Learning 

 

A formal evaluation of student progress at the completion of internship (by the site 

supervisor) using a likert-type scale (1 = poor; 5 = excellent) is conducted on the following 

area: 

 Foundations of School Counseling 

a. Demonstrates an understanding of the relationship between school counseling to 

academic and student success 

b. Demonstrates knowledge of current issues, policies, laws, and legislation relevant to 

school counseling 

c. Demonstrates knowledge of current and emerging technology in school counseling, 

and implements appropriate new technologies 

 

Assessment of Professional Dispositions 

 

The Annual Graduate Student Review is conducted in the Spring. This evaluation consists of 

assessing student progress on personal growth, academic performance, and program 

completion in relation to professional competencies and dispositions (Engels, Barrio Minton, 

Ray, & Associates, 2010). Students are evaluated either satisfactory or unsatisfactory on 

progress and GPA. Recommendations for improvement are provided to students. 
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5. Results of Direct Measures 

 

State Licensure Examinations of Content Knowledge 

 

Illinois Certification Testing System (ICTS) overall and mean scaled scores in the four 

content areas for Fall 2012 indicate that WIU-
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CMHC and School Counseling Options Combined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment of Candidate Ability to Plan Instruction 

 

Counseling Internship Site-Supervisor Evaluation of Comprehensive Counseling and 

Guidance Program Management overall results for Spring 2013 indicate that School 

Counseling students are making good to excellent progress (
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The Evaluation of Clinical Practice 

 

Counseling Practicum Site-Supervisor Evaluation overall results for Fall 2012 indicate that 

School Counseling students are making good to excellent progress (M = 4.69 on a 1-5 scale). 

Results for the seven (7) evaluation areas also show students are making good to excellent 

progress. 

 

 
 

Counseling Internship Site-Supervisor Evaluation overall results for Spring 2013 indicate 

that School Counseling students are making good to excellent progress (M = 4.74 on a 1-5 

scale). Results for the six (6) evaluation areas also show students are making good to 

excellent progress. 
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Assessment of Professional Dispositions 

Annual Graduate Student Review results 29 School Counseling students for Spring 2013 

indicate that 96.43% are making satisfactory progress toward professional dispositions and 

100% have satisfactory GPAs.  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Feedback Related to Changes Planned (or Already Implemented) in Reaction to the 

2012-2013 Assessment of Student Learning Data and Long Term Changes Implemented 

as a Result of 2011-2012 Assessment of Student Learning Data 

 

State Licensure Examinations of Content Knowledge 

 

Given that the 2012-2013 Illinois certification test results for our School Counseling students 

were consistent with state averages we intend to ensure that we maintain the quality of our 

student preparation for program areas standards. This Illinois certification test was included 

in the 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012 Assessments of Student Learning Data and 

results at that time were consistent with this administration of the Illinois certification test. 
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Additional Assessment of Content Knowledge 

 

The 2012-2013 preparation evaluation results were slightly lower (but not significantly 

lower) than the national exit and national non-exit exam total mean we intend to ensure that 

we maintain the quality of our student preparation for program area standards as well as 

continue to provide study sessions to help students prepare as effectively as possible. This 

preparation evaluation was included in the 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012 

Assessment of Student Learning Data and results at that time were slightly higher (but so 

were the national exit and national non-exit exam results) with this administration of the 

preparation evaluation. This is the 4
th

 time this preparation evaluation was administered to 

CNED internship students. We have used these results for informational purposes only but 

intent to use this preparation evaluation as an exit exam beginning with students admitted 

under the 2011-2012 catalog. As such, we need to ensure that our students are aware of what 

impact scores more than 1.5 SD below the mean would have on their eligibility to graduate. 

We have drafted a Comprehensive Exam Policy (see wiu.edu/counselored) and all students 

have been informed of this policy via the CNED listserv.   

 

Assessment of Candidate Ability to Plan Instruction 

 

Given that the 2012-2013 internship evaluation of comprehensive counseling and guidance 

program management resulted in the good to excellent range, we intend to ensure that we 

maintain the quality of our student preparation in this area. Note that there was an increase in 
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Assessment Demonstrating Candidate Effect on Student Learning 

 

Given that the 2012-2013 internship evaluation of foundations of school counseling results in 

the good to excellent range, we intend to ensure that we maintain the quality of our student 

preparation in this area. This evaluation was not included in the 2009-2010 Assessment of 

Student Learning Data but is consistent with the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 administrations 

of this assessment. 

 

Assessment of Professional Dispositions 

 

Given that the 2012-2013 assessment of professional dispositions review resulted overall 

positive (satisfactory) results, we intend to ensure that we maintain the quality of our student 

preparation in this area. Students with unsatisfactory progress and/or GPA were provided 

with written recommendations for improvement. Follow-up on these recommendations will 

occur at a prescribed date and/or the next review. It was noted that there was a slight increase 

in satisfactory progress and satisfactory GPA for the 2012-2013 review for School 

Counseling students when compared to the 2011-2012 review. Faculty reaction indicated that 

the plan to change the format of the written recommendations to address prior concerns 

appears to have worked well and may account for the improvement. This evaluation was not 

included in the 2011-2012 Assessment of Student Learning Data Results from the 2010-2011 

and 2011-2012 administrations were slightly lower (but not significantly lower) than this 

evaluation. 

 


