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Welcome! In general education psychology courses (PSY 100, 221, & 250) you will be 
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The first option is 40*#8!,!%010,%)2!9,%$*)*9,#$!in an in-person or online study. Please 

read the following information carefully as it describes your rights as a research participant and 

instructions for participating.  

Table 1. Your Rights as a Research Participant 

1. Be assured that an ethics committee has reviewed and approved each study before anyone 

is allowed to participate to ensure that volunteers are not mistreated.  

2. Before you participate in the study, the researcher will talk to you about the types of 
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Psychology Undergraduate Research Experience (PURE) is a mandatory requirement for all students 
enrolled in General Education Psychology classes. Psychology is a science and research is crucial to 
understanding any topic in science. The PURE requirement is designed to provide students with hands-on 
learning about research. Students are required to accumulate at least -%./01&$' of research experience for 
each general education psychology course in which they are enrolled. More information is available about 
PURE on the web site: http://www.wiu.edu/cas/psychology/research/PURE.php  
%
234%56."%$&50%130'%&$%$#70%$3%0#/8%#%()*+%./01&$,%
One PURE credit is awarded for every estimated half hour of time a task is taken to complete. 
%
!"#$%"#9908'%#$%$"0%:0;&88&8;%3<%$"0%'050'$0/,%
On the 10th day of every semester, after the add/drop date, class lists for all Gen Ed courses are 
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The researcher must grant you credit. This is usually done shortly after your participation. If it has been 
more than a few days and you have still not received credit, contact the researcher. 
%
234%13%=%.#8.0?%#8%#993&8$508$%#<$0/%=%"#>0%#?/0#1F%'&;801%69%<3/%#%'$61F%&8%@ABC,%
Cancellation Policy: If you discover that you will be unable to attend a study for which you signed up you 
must cancel your participation for your scheduled study on Sona Systems at least 24 hours prior to the 
study. DO NOT contact your instructor or the psychology office to cancel your appointment time in a 
study as only the researchers will have access to your SONA ID number and can cancel your session.  
 
!"#$%&<%=%#5%?#$0%<3/%'$61F%=%"#>0%'&;801%69%<3/%&8%@ABC,%
Research participation for students arriving late for their appointment is at the discretion of the researcher. 
Researchers may choose to continue with the appointment or cancel the appointment. Researchers are not 
obligated to reschedule the appointment if a student is late. Because of the nature of some research 
projects, should you be late to your appointment you may not be allowed to participate and may be 
credited as a “no show”. 
%
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After two no shows (unexcused absence – the student does not cancel the study sign-up and fails to 
contact the researcher in charge of the study) the student’s Sona Systems account will become Limited. 
With a Limited account, the student must complete the requirement using the research alternatives. 
%
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Available in person and online studies in SONA vary throughout the semester. In addition, certain studies 
may only be available to some students. Students that would like to participate in research should wait for 
additional studies to post or they can complete their credits through non-research alternatives. It is 
important for students to check the research participation website regularly, beginning early in the 
semester, because most research is conducted for only part of the semester. Students are strongly 
encouraged NOT to wait until the end of the semester as opportunities may not be available at that time. 
%
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Students are able to complete credits through non-research alternatives. These alternatives can be found in 
the PURE course in Western Online (WO). The following instructions can be used to access the course: 

1. Go to the Western Online main page: https://westernonline.wiu.edu/d2l/home  
2. Click on “Tools” and select “Self-Registration” from the drop menu 
3. Select PURE 
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Non-research alternatives are activities provided to students so that they can earn PURE credits in ways 
other than research participation. These alternatives are intended to provide students with exposure to 
other aspects of the research process. One alternative is to complete Empirical Research Assessments 
(ERA’s) and complete a 10
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One PURE credit is awarded to every student who completes at least half of their total credits by 4:30pm 
on the 8th Friday of the semester.  
 
!"#$%&'%$"0%10#1?&80%$3%.359?0$0%./01&$',%
The final deadline for PURE completion is Friday at 4:30pm on the last day of the semester. This 
deadline is necessary in order to tally all student credits and to provide instructors a completion report 
before grades are due to registrar.  
 
!"#$%&<%=%13%83$%.359?0$0%./01&$'%:F%$"0%'050'$0/%10#1?&80,%
Students who do not complete their credits must be given an Incomplete for their final grade and they will 
need to receive a grade change the following semester. Students have until 4:30pm on Friday of the 8th 
week of the following semester to complete their credits. If they are not completed by this time, the 
registrar automatically changes all “I” grades to an “F”. Students will receive at least two reminders from 


